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very popular. His eloquence made him the fashionable
lecturer of the day, and the Lycee was always crowded on
his Tuesdays and Fridays. In 1789 he was elected deputy
to the States-General for the tiers-dtat of the little bailliage
of Labour, which was proud of its distinguished representa-
tive in Paris society., Garat did little in the Constituent
Assembly but vehemently oppose the union of Navarre with
France, and its being turned into a department. Yet, though
he made no particular mark, he spoke a very great deal, and
on the dissolution of the Assembly he continued his popular
history lectures. Well known to every one in Paris as an
eloquent speaker, and a delightful man who was offensive to
no one, but friendly to everybody, he was elected Minister of
Justice on September 25, 1792, in the place of Danton. He
held in the ministry much the same place that the deputies of
the Plain held in the Convention. He allied himself with
neither Girondins nor Jacobins, and tried to watch the course
of events, and to make himself agreeable to the party in
power, whichever it was. His fluent speeches made him an
acceptable minister to the Convention, where his kindness of
heart prevented him from having any real enemies.

It will be seen, then, that the Girondins were practically
supreme in the ministry, and there was good cause for the
satire of the Jacobins, who declared that the ministerial
measures were hatched in the salon of Madame Roland. Her
influence had become very great, and she was as violently
attacked by the Jacobins as Marie Antoinette had been. She
had none of the proud serenity of the queen, and hated with
a deadly hatred the enemies who made sarcastic allusions
to her in the Convention, like Danton, or who abused her
in the journals, like Hubert. Her drawing-room became a
fashionable meeting-place for the Girondin leaders, and there
it was that plans were laid for the campaigns against the
Jacobins in the Convention and in the provinces. But even
in her salon appeared the division between the Girondins
which has been mentioned. Brissot was too -self-impor-
tant ever to be a real favourite with her, while Buzot was